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A message from the  
Mayor of Guelph

On behalf of the City of Guelph, 
I am pleased to welcome 
everyone to the 12th annual 

Guelph Lecture—On Being Canadian.
A special welcome to this year’s 

guest speakers, Janice Gross Stein and 
Brigitte Shim. We are thrilled to have 
these extraordinary leaders with us in 
Guelph. I am sure their insights will 
be an inspiration to all.

Welcome also to singer-songwriter 
Basia Bulat and author Miriam Toews, 
who bring their world-class musical 
and literary talent to this event. I’d 
also like to thank guest author Haroon 
Siddiqui and guest emcee Robert 
Enright for their contributions to this 
special evening.

Finally, I would be remiss if I 
did not thank and recognize the 
Eramosa Institute for bringing this 
extraordinary event to our city. Guelph 
is proud to be home to this important 
annual dialogue and exchange of ideas.

Enjoy the program!
Sincerely,
Cam Guthrie
Mayor of Guelph

A message from the  
university of Guelph

I am pleased that the University of 
Guelph is a partner in presenting 
the Guelph Lecture—On Being 

Canadian. Knowing who we are in 
the context of today’s ever-changing 
and interconnected world is central to 
knowing who we will become. 

Unprecedented change and global 
interconnectivity brings with it new 
challenges as we consider issues of 
national identity. These challenges 
reflect choices concerning how 
we adapt our identity to a world of 
unprecedented interdependence and 
dynamism. 

In a fast changing world, 
institutions such as the University 
of Guelph have much to offer to 
any discussion about Canada and 
Canadians. Through our partnership 
in the Guelph Lecture, we look 
forward to helping lead the dialogue 
about what it means to be Canadian, 
today and in the future.

Franco J. Vaccarino 
President and Vice-Chancellor 
University of Guelph

Providing accounting, 
insurance and 
investment alternatives 
to both individuals and 
companies throughout 
Southwestern Ontario for 
over 25 years.

Sharing thinking, knowledge 
and resources associated with 
Insurance and Investing in 
Guelph Ontario

www.lyonfinancial.ca
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T
here are good reasons beyond simple patriotism to 
assert that Canada is the best nation in the world. 

As the only constitutionally multicultural state, 
Canada—unlike, say, the United States—recognizes 

group rights, dating back to the 1867 British North America Act, 
which codified three collectivities—the aboriginal peoples and the 
French and the English. The 1982 Charter of Rights broadened the 
concept to include all cultures—“this Charter shall be interpreted 
in a manner consistent with the preservation and enhancement of 
the multicultural heritage of Canadians.” The 1988 Multiculturalism 
Act further elaborated: “Multiculturalism reflects the cultural and 
racial diversity of Canadian society and acknowledges the freedom 
of all members of Canadian society to preserve, enhance and share 
their cultural heritage.” No culture need be subordinated to the 
dominant culture. Newcomers need not assimilate, only integrate, 
broadly defined as obeying the law, the common holy parchment 
of the native-born and the foreign-born. Immigrants cannot import 
any cultural or religious practice that runs afoul of the law—but 

beyond that they need not 
sacrifice any of their values to 
suit majoritarian mores. The 
strong shall not dictate to 
the weak on what is or is not 

acceptable behaviour beyond what’s defined by the law. The power 
to define citizen conduct rests solely with the people’s parliaments—
federal, provincial and municipal. There is no hierarchy of citizens; 
the moment an immigrant takes the oath of citizenship, she is as 
equal as the judge who has sworn her in. 

Who’s a Canadian? One who lives legally in Canada, period.
Canada is also the only country in the world to extend 

constitutional rights to landed immigrants. They may take 
governments to court for violating their Charter rights.

This remarkable legal framework—anchored in a cooperative, 
not an adversarial approach—is drawn from the aboriginal concept 
of the inclusive circle, broadened to bring in more and more new 
arrivals.

No wonder, then, that the level of immigrant integration is 
remarkable: 85 per cent of newcomers opt for Canadian citizenship, 
the highest rate in the world, 
as is the proportion of foreign-
born elected to Parliament and 
provincial assemblies. There’s 
little xenophobia; when bigotry 
makes its ugly appearance, it’s 
put down, democratically. No anti-immigrant party can hope to 
win a national or a provincial election or even be part of a coalition 
government, as has been the norm of late in Europe. When the 
Alberta-anchored Reform Party, formed in 1987, wanted to limit 
immigration only to Europeans, it failed to gain national traction 
and the party was dissolved 13 years later to merge with the 
Conservative Party, which, since forming the federal government 
in 2006, has attracted a record number of immigrants. 

In Ontario, the highly-charged 2005–06 debate about the 
ostensible introduction of sharia law ended in a very Canadian 
way—the provincial government, forced to decide whether the 
1991 Arbitration Act that allowed religious-based settlements in 
family and business matters to Christians and Jews would also 
apply to Muslims, opted to end all such arbitration altogether, 
rather than deny Muslims that right. Across Canada, post-9/11 
Muslim-bashing and Islamophobia failed to rise above the populist 

The Alchemy of Canada
By Haroon Siddiqui

The strong shall not dictate 
to the weak on what is or is 
not acceptable behaviour 
beyond what’s defined by 
the law.

No anti-immigrant party 
can hope to win a national 
or a provincial election or 
even be part of a coalition 
government, as has been the 
norm of late in Europe. 
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level to permeate any government. In Quebec, the officially-
sanctioned bigotry of the Parti Quebecois government, under 
the guise of the 2013 Charter of Quebec Values—directed mostly 
at Muslims, with Jews, Sikhs, Hindus and others becoming 
collateral damage—was terminated this year with the crushing 

defeat of the government. 
The year 2014 also saw 

Ontarians elect a majority 
government headed by 
Kathleen Wynne, their 
first woman and first 
openly gay premier. Even 

more remarkable was that she won with the overwhelming 
support of minorities, who are often presumed to be socially 
conservative. Her greatest gains were in the Greater Toronto 
Area, where minorities constitute half the population. They 
are among our newest arrivals—Chinese, South Asians and 
Filipinos. South Asians themselves are a diverse lot—by religion 
(Muslims, Sikhs, Hindus, Buddhists, Christians); by country 
of origin (India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Nepal and 

the Indian diaspora from South and East Africa, Guyana, etc.); 
and by ethnicity and language. In Wynne’s own Toronto riding, 
Don Valley West (40 per cent visible minorities), her sexual 
orientation was an issue only with some constituents. But she 
has repeatedly won the riding handily (defeating Tory leader 
John Tory in 2007). Some of her biggest supporters have been 
Muslims in the Thorncliffe Park area. This shows that even the 
relatively newer arrivals adopt Charter values—many may hold 
strong religious beliefs but most of them do not let that interfere 
with their political decision-making. Their voting pattern turns 
out to be not all that different than the rest of the population. 

Canada’s is a living, breathing culture, forever evolving. 
Cultural and social effervescence is what makes Canada a nation 
of limitless possibilities—each generation feels free to redefine 
the country, and does, for the better. 

Such is the alchemy of Canada
Vive le Canada.

Haroon Siddiqui is editorial page editor emeritus and twice-weekly 
columnist at the Toronto Star, Canada’s largest newspaper. 

An agency of the Government of Ontario.
Un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario.

an Ontario government agency
un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

THE
ANGEL GABRIEL

FOUNDATION

Sunday, September 13, 2015 · Noon – 6 pm
The Village of Eden Mills
edenmillswritersfestival.ca

A literary picnic for book lovers
on the banks of the Eramosa River

Readings & book signings by 
award-winning & emerging authors

manhattans music club

@manhattansmusic

manhattans_guelph

Even relatively newer 
arrivals adopt Charter 
values—many may hold 
strong religious beliefs but 
most of them do not let that 
interfere with their political 
decision-making.
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Keynote Speakers  
Brigitte Shim

Brigitte Shim, along with her 
partner A. Howard Sutcliffe, 
formed their architectural 

design practice Shim-Sutcliffe 
Architects in 1994, 
reflecting their shared 
interest and passion 
for the integration and 
interrelated scales of 
architecture, landscape 
and interior and 
industrial design. They 
have received thirteen 
Governor General’s 
Medals and Awards for 
Architecture and an American 
Institute of Architects National 
Honor Award along with many other 
professional accolades for their built 
work, ranging from projects for non-
profit groups to those for public and 
private clients. 

Shim is also a Professor at 
the John H. Daniels Faculty of 
Architecture, Landscape and Design 
at the University of Toronto. She 

was a board member 
of Build Toronto that 
the real estate and 
development corporation 
created to generate 
value from the City’s 
real estate assets, and of 
Mooreland’s Community 
Services—a Toronto 
non-profit charity, since 
1917, helping inner 

city children and youth affected by 
poverty. She is a Senior Fellow at 
Massey College at the University 
of Toronto and is their College 
Architect.

Keynote Speakers  
Janice gross Stein

Janice Gross Stein is one of 
the world’s leading experts on 
peace, crisis, and security. She 

is the Director of the Munk School 
of Global Affairs at the 
University of Toronto, and 
the Belzberg Professor 
of Conflict Management 
in the Department of 
Political Science.

In 2001 she was the 
Massey Lecturer and 
published The Cult of 
Efficiency. A prolific writer 
and public intellectual, 
her other publications 
include Networks of Knowledge: 
Innovation in International Learning 
(2000) and Street Protests and Fantasy 
Parks (2001). She is a contributor 
to Canada by Picasso (2006) and the 
co-author of The Unexpected War: 
Canada in Kandahar (2007). 

As a testament to her significant 
contribution to global affairs, she 
is a Fellow of the Royal Society 
of Canada, an Honorary Foreign 

Member of the American 
Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, a member of 
the Order of Canada and 
the Order of Ontario, 
and a Trudeau Fellow 
(2001). She was awarded 
the Molson Prize by the 
Canada Council for an 
outstanding contribution 
by a social scientist to 
public debate. She has 

been awarded Honorary Doctorates 
of Law by the University of Alberta, 
the University of Cape Breton, 
McMaster University, and Hebrew 
University.

THE BOOKSHELF · 41 QUEBEC ST · BOOKSHELF.CA

A MEMBERSHIP FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
for $25 everyone gets

10% off food in the Greenroom •	
$9 Movies in the Cinema •	
10% off Books•	

individual memberships available for $15

bookshelf.ca
for movie and event 

listings
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Music Basia Bulat

Basia Bulat’s third 
album, The Tall Tall 
Shadow, was short-

listed for the 2014 Polaris 
Prize and nominated for 
a 2014 Juno Award in the 
Adult Alternative Album of 
the Year category. This is the 
bravest album the Toronto 
singer-songwriter has made. 
Raw and spectral, heartbroken yet 
jubilant, the 10 songs tell the story 
of a very hard year in the artist’s life 

and all the love that helped 
her through it. She joins 
us tonight for an intimate 
solo performance featuring 
songs from this album and 
some past recordings.

Bulat studied English at 
the University of Western 
Ontario and has toured 
across Canada, the U.S., 

Europe and Australia. She is an 
honorary member of Ontario’s 
“Polonia” Polish community.

guest author Miriam Toews

Miriam Toews’ most recent 
book, All My Puny Sorrows 
(Random House), won 

the 2014 Rogers Writer’s Trust 
Fiction Prize and was a Giller Prize 
finalist. Tonight she reads 
from this book, described 
as “a riveting story of two 
sisters, and a love that 
illuminates life. Elfrieda, 
a world-renowned pianist, 
glamorous, wealthy, happily 
married: she wants to die. 
Yolandi, divorced, broke, 
sleeping with the wrong 
men as she tries to find true 
love: she desperately wants to keep 
her older sister alive. The book offers 
a profound reflection on the limits 
of love, and the journeys we share, 
from children to adults.”

Toews was born in Manitoba in 
a Mennonite family, a setting that 
inspires some of her books. She now 
lives in Toronto and has a B.A. in 
Film Studies from the University 
of Manitoba, and a Bachelor of 
Journalism from the University of 
King’s College, Halifax.

Her other books include: Summer 
of My Amazing Luck, a book that 
grew out of a documentary she made 
for CBC Radio on the subject of 

welfare mothers. It was shortlisted 
for the Stephen Leacock Memorial 
Medal for Humour, and the McNally 
Robinson Book of the Year Award, 
a prize Toews would win with her 

second novel, A Boy of Good 
Breeding. A Complicated 
Kindness  was winner of the 
2004 Governor General’s 
Literary Award for Fiction, 
The Flying Troutmans was 
winner of the Rogers 
Writers’ Trust 2008 Fiction 
Prize. Her book, Irma Voth, 
was inspired in part by her 
own experience as lead 

actress on the film set of Silent Light, 
the 2007 film written and directed 
by Mexican filmmaker, Carlos 
Reygadas. The film won a number 
of awards including the Jury Prize 
at the Cannes Film Festival. Toews 
was nominated for best actress 
at Mexico’s Ariel Awards for her 
performance. She has one work of 
non-fiction, Swing Low: A Life, based 
on the death of her father by suicide. 
It won the Alexander Kennedy 
Isbister Award for Non-Fiction and 
the McNally Robinson Book of the 
Year Award.

	  

CFRU  is Guelph’s non-profit, volunteer-driven, campus and community radio station. Our 
100+ volunteers provide alternative music, featuring Canadian artists, news and spoken word 
programming to the city of Guelph and our surrounding areas.  We engage, inform and entertain our 
listeners, we empower and teach our volunteers, and we reflect the diversity of our communities. 

Bring YOUR  voice to RADIO!  
multilingual programming   .   amazing music 

sound production    .    events    .   archived shows 
free training and access    .    community projects 

social commentary    .    advertising 
 

Tune in to CFRU at 93.3FM 
or listen online at www.cfru.ca 

	  

Congratulations to 
the Guelph Lecture – On Being Canadian  

as they enter their 12th year
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emcee Robert Enright

R obert Enright is back on 
our stage tonight as guest 
emcee and moderator. 

Enright is a Winnipeg-based art 
critic, journalist and curator. He is 
the founder and an editor-
at-large of Border Crossings. 
From 1982–1992, he was 
editor-in-chief and during 
that time the magazine 
received 41 nominations 
at the National and 
Western Magazine Awards, 
including five Gold Medals 
as Magazine of the Year. 
During 25 years as an 
art critic for CBC, he has also 
contributed to Modern Painters, 
Artnews and Art Review. 

Enright has won multiple awards 
for his editorial skills including 
those for entertainment, culture, 
and film reviews. He is a frequent 
contributor to The Globe & Mail. 

Enright is a graduate 
of the University of 
Saskatchewan and the 
University of Manitoba 
where he earned his 
Masters and Ph.D. In the 
winter he teaches in the 
School of Fine Art and 
Music at the University 
of Guelph where he is 
a Professor and holds 

the University Research Chair in 
Art Theory and Criticism. He is a 
Member of the Order of Canada.

essay Haroon Siddiqui

Haroon Siddiqui is editorial 
page editor emeritus and 
twice-weekly columnist at 

the Toronto Star, Canada’s largest 
newspaper. 

After graduating from 
Osmania University in 
Hyderabad, India, Haroon 
Siddiqui emigrated to 
Canada in the late ’60s. He 
worked at the Brandon Sun 
in Brandon, Manitoba, and 
in 1978 joined the Toronto 
Star, where he held various 
positions, including foreign 
affairs analyst, news editor, 
national editor and editorial page 
editor. 

He is the past president of PEN 
Canada and chair of International 
PEN’s Writers-in-Exile Network. 
He is an author, serves on a number 

of boards and has received many 
awards and distinctions, including: 
a 1983 National Newspaper Award 
(shared) for spot news reporting, 
Professional Man of the Year award 

from Indo Canadian 
Chamber of Commerce, 
and a media award from the 
Canadian Islamic Congress.

He was made a member 
of the Order of Ontario, 
for crafting “a broader 
definition of the Canadian 
identity,” inclusive of our 
First Nations, French 
Canadians and newer 

Canadians.
He also holds an honourary 

Doctor of Letters from York 
University, and is a recipient of the 
Order of Canada.

PHOTO: STEVEN-ACKERMAN

AN EVENING WITH
ALAN BRADLEY
& THOMAS KING

Tuesday, January 27th, 2015 at 7:30pm
The River Run Centre, Co-operators Hall.
tickets available at The Bookshelf & The River Run Centre

presents

Alan Bradley Thomas King Jame Gordon
host for the evening

2014 Governor General 
Award Winner

for Non-Fiction

MICHAEL HARRIS
The End of Absence

Café Philosophique Lecture Series
sponsored by the College of Arts

and The Bookshelf

Date & Time to Be Announced
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Proud to sponsor  
The Guelph Lecture – On Being Canadian 

CHUBB INSURANCE COMPANY OF CANADA 
“For more than 125 years, 
the Chubb Group of Insurance 
Companies has been 
delivering exceptional 
property and casualty 
insurance products and 
services to businesses 
and individuals around the 
world.” 

PROUD TO SPONSOR 
THE GUELPH LECTURE – ON BEING CANADIAN 

in memoriam

In 2014 we lost two of our greatest supporters and volunteers, Joan 
Euler and Philip Bast. Their energy and dedication to the Guelph 

Lecture will be missed, but not forgotten.  We send all of our love and 
support to the friends and families of these two dearly departed.
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Gareth Lind, linddesign.ca
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info@theguelphlecture.com 
eramosa.org

Charitable Number 
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Information Technology So-
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TELUS 

• Cellular hardware 

• Fleet Tracking 

• Hosted VoIP 

• Video Conferencing 

• Mobile Internet 

• Expense Manage-
ment Utility (EMU) 

Networks 

• Hardware/Software 

• Installation &  

• Support 
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Maintenance 

Cabling & Wiring 

• Telephone/Network/
Electrical 

• Repair/Maintenance 

• Infrastructure     
Planning 

Security 

• Cameras & Alarms 

• Video Surveillance 

• Access Control 

Interconnect 

• Nortel/Avaya 

• FortiVoice 

• VoIP Systems 

 

 

C & I Technologies Inc. is an organization that 

commits itself to client satisfaction and retention. 

We take pride in conducting business in a profes-

sional manner with customer care and quality of 

service as the backbone of our philosophy.   

Introducing TELUS Business Connect! 

Call us Today!  

4 Locations in SW Ontario 

Guelph: 519-763-1183 

Kitchener: 519-742-2473 

London:  519-660-8585 

Stoney Creek: 905-662-6444 

The  TELUS Business Connect™ solution is an advanced, inte-

grated, mobile and office communication solution designed to help 

your business never miss a call. 

 

 Flexible and easier to manage than a traditional phone system 

 Customizable to the unique needs of your business 

 Eliminates the requirement for expensive phone system hardware 

 Sets up quickly and easily, with no technical expertise required 

 

1388 Gordon St, (at Arkell Rd),
Guelph, 519-265-9007

BorealisGrille.ca
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GUELPH’S GREAT MEETING PLACE

Voted #1 Pub!
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22 Craft Beers on Tap!
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  at the Wooly!
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519-836-2875  |  woolwicharrow.ca
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Labels are provided in black, white, and green. 

FSC Trademark. 
® 1996 FSC A.C., FSC-SECR-005 



In Classical Mythology, 
Musagetes is the name given to the 
god Apollo in his role as protector 
and promoter of the Muses. It’s 
an apt name for a philanthropic 
entity that works to make the arts 
more central and meaningful in 
peoples’ lives, in our communities 
and societies. Musagetes has been 
based in Guelph since 2009.

Musagetes is pleased to support 
the 12th annual Guelph Lecture – 
On Being Canadian. This year the 
evening presents a conversation 
between the political scientist 
Janice Gross Stein and architect 
Brigitte Shim, who explore a crucial 
topic for contemporary society: 
the future of our cities. Musagetes 
is one of the leaders of a national 
movement called Cities for People 
which strives to make our cities 
more resilient and livable.

Musagetes also welcomes author 
Miriam Toews as our literary 
guest. Recently Toews has been 
celebrated for her bittersweet novel 
All My Puny Sorrows, an intimate 
portrayal of mental illness and 
human resilience in the face of it. 

As the winner of this year’s Rogers 
Writers’ Trust Fiction Prize and the 
2004 Governor General’s Award for 
Fiction, Toews joins the growing list 
of illustrious writers who have read 
at the Guelph Lecture.

We are thrilled to welcome to the 
stage Basia Bulat, a contender for 
this year’s Polaris Prize. In her song 
Go On, she sings‚ “I never knew 
a voice like yours.” Tonight we’re 
delighted that we will hear a voice 
like hers.

As ever, we applaud the many 
volunteers and our fellow sponsors 
who have made the evening 
possible and who are constantly 
spreading the word about Guelph 
and its opportunities to far-flung 
places. Thank you all for your 
many cultural contributions and for 
demonstrating some of the many 
ways in which the arts are essential 
to a healthy society. 

The Guelph Lecture is where global 
issues, national ideas, and artistic 
inspiration meet community spirit. 
Musagetes is proud to be a part of it.

musagetes.ca


